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Community Infrastructure and Planning Needs

Corridor communities should evaluate the condition and availability of grey (built) and green

infrastructure (greenscapes).  Each community has different needs, including the carrying

capacity and condition of built infrastructure (roads, drainage, utilities, energy

conservation/renewable energy, wastewater and drinking water).  They also differ on their needs

to upgrade and expand their green infrastructure (linkage and access to open space, parks,

wildlife habitat, woodlands).  Adequate water, wastewater, electric and high speed internet/DSL,

as well as green infrastructure, such as parks, are vital for successful community economic

development.  New and expanding businesses require built infrastructure for operations and for

their employees’ homes.  A community’s desirability to visitors, seasonal and permanent

residents could be compromised without ongoing assessment and improvement to drinking and

wastewater systems.  More effective internet and wireless services are also necessary along the

route.  Continual grey and green infrastructure assessments on a community-by-community basis

will enable capital and long term planning,   Planning and action will help secure the Corridor’s

future

Goals

Economic and Community Development Goals

• Strengthen the economy of the region through sustainable, place-based tourism

development occurring within the context and scale of smaller settlements.

• Assist businesses to expand operations over multiple-seasons, diversify products, and

stabilize their revenues.

•  Ensure that the built and green infrastructures are adequate for existing and future

demand, well maintained and expanded, where appropriate.  

• Focus growth and development in the hamlets and villages and revitalize Main Streets

through planning and ongoing programs.

• Support community economic initiatives that contribute to the First Wilderness branding,

economic growth, sustainable levels of economic growth, and a better quality of life for

residents. 

• Ensure that all communities have adequate public spaces to support the needs of the

community.

Tourism Marketing & Promotion Goals 

•  Promote and encourage tourism commerce and communication between communities

along the Corridor in order to better connect with tourists and visitors.

• Improve the availability of goods, services, food, and lodging that appeal to visitors.

• Foster interest in new, repeat, and extended visitation, including new audiences in

Corridor communities. 

• Improve visitors’ experiences to meet or exceed expectations by improving the Corridor
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experience.

• Continue to build and improve the region’s tourist products and programs in order to

provide the visitor with a high quality experience and appeal to a variety of markets.

• Steward and improve accessibility to Corridor resources.

Recreation Goals

• Increase, improve, and promote desirable recreational opportunities that provide healthy,

healing, and enjoyable experiences. 

•  Increase accessibility and linkages between recreational resources (land and water),

promote less-utilized natural/recreation sites, and actively direct traffic away from

overused sites towards underused sites.

• Protect natural and recreational resources; develop an integrated program using

monitoring, management and educational activities to address the problem of invasive

plants and the impacts of climate change along the Corridor.

• Support implementation of current recreation plans by state agencies, local government

and tourism professionals that will improve outdoor experiences

• The Town of Johnsburg has the unique opportunity to maximize the development of

outdoor recreation opportunities on state lands adjacent to the communities of North

Creek and North River. These state lands abut a town owned park that has a viable and

active hiking, mtn. biking and cross country/ backcountry ski and snowshoeing trail

system that extends to Main Street in North Creek. A backcountry ski and hiking trail

system (Raymond Brook/Rabbit Pond/Roaring Brook/Schaefer) has been established on

the state lands in the Vanderwhacker Wild Forest adjacent to the town park. It would be

advantages for the Town of Johnsburg to develop a more expansive trail system on these

state and town lands and to this end the town should provide direction in how recreational

trails should be developed to maximize the communities’ benefit. A feasibility and

framework study for creating a more extensive system of backcountry ski descent,

backcountry ski tour, cross country ski, hiking, snowshoeing and mtn. biking trails on the

Wild Forest and Wilderness public lands adjacent to Ski Bowl Park should be completed

and trail development oversight provided. The town would also benefit from partnering

with organizations and businesses that would assist with this development.  This effort

would ensure that outdoor recreational development reflects the nature, history and

economic interests of the Town of Johnsburg. 

Signage and Interpretation Goals 

• Enhance residents and visitors’ understanding, awareness and appreciation of Corridor

resources and the Adirondack Park, through education and interpretation of Corridor

assets, and intrinsic qualities.  Develop regional interpretive programming that engages

visitors and improves their understanding and enjoyment of local historical, cultural and
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natural resources.  Offer the Corridor patrons a quality experience of the region’s 

• recreational resources through education and interpretation highlighting the unique

character of the corridor.

• Attract and direct visitors through appropriate signage to Corridor resources, including

using the new route name (First Wilderness Scenic Corridor) to unify the region and to

promote the entire Corridor as a destination, encouraging visitation, and exploration of all

locales. 

• Promote Corridor recreational assets through:  the design and installation of appropriate

signs or resource markers at all major historic, recreational and educational sites,

including bike, cross-country, road and mountain biking trails and the use of interpretive

brochures, the web, kiosks, and trail maps showing resource locations.

Transportation, Safety and Community Design Goals

• Continue to improve transportation infrastructure by incorporating FWSB community

design considerations into proposed projects.  Work with NYSDOT and County DPW

staff during early stages of agency project planning to implement CMP transportation

goals.  Map hidden scenic spots in need of clearing for pull-offs or panoramic outlooks.

• Promote and increase linkages for the use of, and access to, multi-modal forms of

transportation and connect access points to the “outside” world’s transportation hubs that

are closest to the Corridor.  Improve and promote opportunities for “green” travel as a

means for exploring the Corridor.  Maximize use of the historic railroad and river systems

to access to the FWSB. 

• Provide for a safe and enjoyable Corridor touring experience for of all Corridor users

(including bicyclists and pedestrians) by using a Complete Streets approach to planned

improvements as funding permits.

Stewardship Goals

• Support regional initiatives to improve the environment to preserve and maintain the

quality of the Corridor experience.

• Preserve Adirondack scenery, environment, and character in order to safeguard the

intrinsic beauty of the landscape that makes the Corridor region a desirable travel

destination.

• Develop strategies to promote wilderness ethics and support the “leave no trace” concept.

• Encourage the improvement of roadside aesthetics and community pride.

• Arrest the intrusion of both land and water invasive species.  Develop an integrated

program using monitoring, management, and education activities to address the problem

of invasive plants along the roadway.  This includes raising visitor awareness of how they

unknowingly become transporters of invasive plants and insects as they travel from place

to place exploring the Corridor.
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• Promote and protect water quality by reducing, eliminating, and preventing water

pollution.

• Restore and rehabilitate significant historic structures.

• Encourage early and repeated programs that cultivate future stewards from the local

population of young people.

• Educate visitors about stewardship responsibilities along the trail, including stewardship

of the “irreplaceable.”

• Encourage and support local projects that secure the future of the FWSB’s historic,

cultural, natural, and recreational resources.
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Economic and Community Development: Goals & Recommended Actions

This section provides an overview of the chapter-specific recommended goals and actions that

are included in their entirety in the Implementation Plan (#).  The Implementation Plan identifies

potential partners, time frame (year one, year two-three or five year) and priority (low, mid and

high).  These projects will be launched only as staff and funding allow. 

Because of existing conditions and efforts to position the First Wilderness Scenic Corridor to

experience economic revitalization and environmental protection, the economic and community

development goals, recommendations and actions for the First Wilderness Corridor Plan are

identified in the following table. 

 Economic and Community Development: Goals and Recommended Actions

Goal # 1 Strengthen the economy of the region through sustainable, place-based tourism

development occurring within the context and scale of smaller settlements.

Recommended Actions

• Guide visitors to the less-frequented communities that are home to the under-discovered,

but still valuable resources that contribute to the Corridor experience.  

• Encourage volunteers at the community level to organize and host year-round activities

and special events that appeal to special interests of Corridor travelers.  

C Work to support housing development both for temporary visitors and also affordable

housing for the community that will service those tourists.

Goal # 2 Assist businesses to expand operations over multiple-seasons, diversify products, and stabilize

their revenues.

Recommended Actions

• Avoid overdependence on single season and/or narrow-focus tourism initiatives.  Encourage

more visitors during what are normally considered “off seasons.”  

• Provide a greater range of goods and services to year-round residents, increasing their quality of

life and making the communities more attractive places to settle.  

• Create a vernacular Adirondack Cuisine to accompany Adirondack Architecture that ties to

“sense of place.”  Embrace the local foods movement and promote locally grown items for

purchase and consumption.  Capitalize upon the growing “foodies” niche market for

consumption, cooking classes, food/wine tastings.
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• Distribute information collected by the Northern New York Travel and Tourism Research Center

on the financial benefits of tourism as a contributing economic engine that could be used to

stimulate business development and expansion.  

• Invest heavily in “human capital” to build a high-quality workforce at every occupational and

skill level.

• Assist businesses to expand operations over multiple-seasons, diversify products, and stabilize

their revenues.

• Work with the Saratoga and Warren County Economic Development Corporations to create a

regionally based financial incentives package, specifically targeted to businesses that address

needs outlined in the Typology provided in the plan.  Work to develop a low or zero-interest

revolving loan fund for the First Wilderness Scenic Corridor.  

• Make small business owners aware of funding opportunities such as Federal, State and Regional

loan and grant programs, and encourage the use of simplified online applications and

administration tools.  

• Encourage the use of e-commerce for retailers, online reservations for lodging and dining, and

general ease of communication between businesses and potential customers.  Create clusters or

hubs using blogs or electronic newsletters to network small business owners, spread valuable

information, and participate in hospitality training.

• Encourage the use of e-commerce for retailers, online reservations for lodging and dining, and

general ease of communication between businesses and potential customers.  Create clusters or

hubs using blogs or electronic newsletters to network small business owners, spread valuable

information, and participate in hospitality training.

• Increase mobile access for wifi throughout the business districts.

• Strengthen local coordination of Marketing Efforts.  Develop a means to promote businesses

through email blasts and other electronic media.

• Look for opportunities for white space development within the entire community

Goal #3 Ensure that the built and green infrastructures are adequate for existing and future

demand, well maintained and expanded, where appropriate.

Recommended Actions

• Improve existing services, and plan for capital investment to prevent a major financial
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crisis when long term improvements are necessary.  Continue preventive maintenance of

community infrastructure systems to lessen the impact of increased visitors on the

surrounding natural environment.  

• Assess existing built and green infrastructure systems, document the short and long term

needs of these systems, and identify resources available to assist with the maintenance

and development of these systems to handle increased capacity and closely monitor

conditions to avoid any threats to holding capacity.  

• Capitalize on the water based recreational opportunities and resources.

Goal #4 Focus growth and development in the hamlets and villages and revitalize Main Streets

through planning and ongoing programs.

Recommended Actions

• Employ appropriate forms of business development that preserve the area’s resources. 

Concentrate development in the hamlets and preserve open space as per local planning

regulations.  

• Collaborate with local governments to raise awareness of how community character is

perceived by visitors.  Encourage government involvement in stewarding the public assets

that visitors use or see when traveling in their community.  

• Work with local governments to foster their commitment to sound growth practices.  Use

oversight authority to develop and enforce appropriate zoning and building regulations

that will insure their future desirability as a Corridor destination.  

• Work to see that off street parking, efficient traffic flow, good sidewalks, waterfront

access, and pleasing design are included in Main Street and other area revitalization

efforts in each Corridor community.

• Incorporate Smart Growth principals where appropriate.

• Develop affordable work force housing within each hamlet area.

Goal #5 Support community economic initiatives that contribute to the First Wilderness

branding, economic growth, sustainable levels of economic growth, and a better quality of life

for residents.
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Recommended Actions

• Invest in community improvements that support the residents, organizations, and

businesses as a whole.  Engage in sound economic development that improves the

business climate, appeals to tourists, and maintains the natural, historic, and rural

character of the area.

• Build new leadership and regional civic human capital by recruiting and cultivating

residents from across the age spectrum.  Capable, enthusiastic, and committed people

should be encouraged to get involved.

• Increase the availability of affordable and community housing to support year-round

settlement of a labor and volunteer pool.  

• Draw visitors to the region using the uniqueness of Corridor, its villages, scenery, natural

environment, quality of life, and available recreational experiences.  Keep the reciprocal

relationship with nature in proper balance through sustainable tourism practices.  

• Consider the land-tax base and recognize that the essential parts of local culture, history

and the economy are Corridor stakeholders who may also be long-time residents.  Raise

community awareness on market factors that remove properties from the year-round

housing stock and impact affordable housing.  New development could not replace the

loss of this essential part of the local culture, community dynamics, and economic base.

• Provide greater levels of collaboration, communication, technical assistance and grant

writing resources that can help Corridor communities’ access public programs.  

• Fund and appoint an Inter-Municipal Technical Assistance Coordinator responsible for

coordinating and sharing corridor issues, lessons and resources to all the communities as

funding allows.  

• Secure  funding  sources  to  conduct  community  studies,  update  or  prepare 

community  regulatory documents or reports, prepare design and construction documents,

and implement proposed projects.

• Promote the effective use of Scenic Corridors funding to support local economies.

• Engage in ongoing educational outreach to inform community leaders of the benefits of

the Scenic Corridor Program and its ability to contribute to sound economic and

community development.  
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• Circulate well-documented facts supporting the program’s positive economic impact in

generating tourism dollars and creating eligibility for State Corridor and Federal

Enhancement funding on an ongoing basis.  

• Invest in community improvements that support the residents, organizations, and

businesses as a whole.  Engage in sound economic development that improves the

business climate, appeals to tourists, and maintains the natural, historic, and rural

character of the area.

Economic Development Action Project

• Infill Retail - To  help  create  a  strong  Main  Street(s) destination and extend length of

stay, more small  retail  shops  are  proposed  in  vacant  and underutilized areas with

emphasis on maintaining views of, and access to water and other scenery.  The intent is to

provide an interesting, pedestrian-friendly Main Street that provides strong visual and

physical connections to key areas of interest and to create an interesting and inviting

space.  

Where applicable, infill should also be encouraged and developed behind the existing

buildings to capitalize upon water and scenic amenities and generate more commerce,

activity, and street life.  Infill projects could be developed as multi-use structures and

potentially include public restroom facilities and Main Street commercial opportunities. 

Infill development should be in keeping with the current architectural style and scale of

the Hamlet (see Design Guidelines in the Northern Hudson River Inter-Municipal

Redevelopment Strategy Report).

• Complete Streetscape Improvement Program. -To enhance pedestrian circulation, seek

funding to construct pedestrian walkways, sidewalks and crosswalks (where applicable)

historic streetlights (pedestrian scaled), trees, benches, banners, flowers, and trash

receptacles.  Public investment in these amenities will help create a more inviting

environment for the pedestrian and spur private investment in and near the site.  Consider

thematic and consistent streetscape improvements in linked Corridor communities.

• Gateway Creation -Define the spatial boundaries created by community through the

establishment of landmarked gateways.  Note the beginning (and end) of the community

by using landforms, natural features, bridges, or additions to the built environment, such

as stone-walls and piers, thematic lighting, or decorative fencing.  
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• Establish Design Guidelines - To ensure infill activity meets with existing character,

utilize the model design guidelines in the North Creek Action Plan and the Northern

Hudson River Inter-Municipal Redevelopment Strategy Report (LWRP).  The intent is to

encourage architectural style that is similar to the Hamlet and the Adirondack region,

rather than a suburban form.

• Consider Seeking Funding to Create a Tour-Boat Between Corinth and Hadley/Lake

Luzerne.  Although this may require private investment, talking with area tour operators

may inspire the establishment of a tour-boat operator between Corinth and Hadley/Lake

Luzerne.  The flat water between the two communities can be ideal for such a venture.
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Tourism Marketing and Promotion: Goals and Recommended Actions

This section provides an overview of the chapter-specific recommended goals and actions that

are included in their entirety in the Implementation Plan #029.  The Implementation Plan

identifies potential partners, time frame (year one, year two-three or five year) and priority (low,

mid and high).  These projects will be launched only as staff and funding allow.  This section

also provides an overview and general guidance of strategic tourism priorities for the First

Wilderness Scenic Corridor that are identified in the Implementation Plan. 

Tourism, Marketing & Promotion Goals and Recommended Actions.

Goal #1 Promote and encourage tourism commerce and communication between communities

along the Corridor in order to better connect with tourists and visitors.

Recommended Actions

• The proposed re-routing and renaming of the Dude Ranch Trail to the First Wilderness

Scenic Corridor will help to develop the Corridor’s theme and encourage increased

participation among Corridor communities.  This more authentic (and accurate) theme

will facilitate promotional efforts that are consistent with the product label (Corridor

name) and the actual Corridor experience.  State legislation to officially modify and

rename the current Corridor route is a step to effectively brand and market this Scenic

Corridor and accurately tell the story of current Corridor offerings.  

• Coordinate activities with other tourism promotion groups to engage in cost effective

promotion.  

• Engage in joint marketing and promotional efforts to external audiences to gain visibility

for community assets and resources.  

• Undertake cooperative hospitality training and information exchange among

Corridor-based venues.

• Inventory and contact local tourism attractions to explore cross promotional potential in

order to pool limited financial resources.  

• Cross-promote tourist based venues.  Use the communities that serve as rail stops for the

Scenic Railroad Excursion as thematic waypoints for visitor activity.  For example,

develop various levels of services and venues at each stopping point.

Goal #2 Improve the availability of goods, services, food and lodging that appeal to visitors.
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Recommended Actions

• Develop tourism infrastructure (platforms, stations, signage, kiosks, etc.) to improve

tourist experiences.  

• Promote entrepreneurship among local tourism operators in order to expand goods and

services.  Include any business opportunities revealed in the Sites/Attractions and Service

Typology.  

• Use the communities that serve as rail stops for the Scenic Railroad Excursion as

thematic way-points for visitor activity. For example, develop various levels of services

and venues at each stopping point.

Goal #3 Improve the availability of goods, services, food and lodging that appeal to visitors.

Recommended Actions

• Develop additional “rainy day” activities to serve as alternatives in the event of inclement

weather or abnormal weather conditions that pose a problem to the Corridor small business

owner.

• Use the communities that serve as rail stops for the Scenic Railroad Excursion as thematic

waypoints for visitor activity.  For example, develop various levels of services and venues at

each stopping point.  

• Evaluate and coordinate festivals and special events along the trail to encourage diversification

of venues and themes. 

• Use the communities that serve as rail stops for the Scenic Railroad Excursion as thematic way-

points for visitor activity. For example, develop various levels of services and venues at each

stopping point.

• Develop additional “rainy day” activities to serve as alternatives in the event of inclement

weather or abnormal weather conditions that pose a problem to the Corridor small business

owner.

 

Goal #4 Foster interest in new, repeat, and extended visitation, including new audiences in Corridor

communities.

• Coordinate events’ timing to provide a seamless visitor experience.  Develop and coordinate a

four-season events calendar of key events.

• Organize festivals and events of historic and cultural interest to highlight historic events and
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cultural qualities that make the FWHC a unique destination.  Events should be programmed to

meet the needs of the target market and residents. 

• Improve joint advertising of events and aid the planning of additional new events.  Build market

awareness of these corridor activities.  

• Improve the availability of basic tourist information, including trip planning and reservation

booking via the Internet and other marketing outlets.

• Provide Internet access to information on the First Wilderness Scenic Corridor-- including

available lodging and other visitor services.

• Develop a centralized website for all Corridor communities by engaging the Chambers of

Commerce, tourism agencies, and ANCA to develop website capacity.

• Provide information on Corridor resources, attractions, services, and events that is

comprehensive and cohesive along the entire length of the Corridor.  At a minimum, lodging

establishments should participate in an online “lodging availability” system.  Ideally, lodging

establishments would offer online reservations.  

• Arrange for technical assistance and training to accommodations to establish on-line lodging

availability systems.

• Develop strategies to improve tourist activity during “shoulder” seasons.

• Create activities that focus on education, culture, recreation, and culinary interests.

• Secure funding, develop a Corridor Marketing and Interpretation Plan, and work directly with

communities on promotions and branding.  

Goal # 4  Foster interest in new, repeat, and extended visitation, including new audiences in Corridor

communities.

Recommended Actions

• Retain professional marketing coordinator and/or establish a team who could assist communities

in developing awareness in the market sector, activities that would extend the market season and

assist in identification and recruitment of destination retail, and consumer services needed along

the corridor.  

• Place Corridor materials and displays in prominent tourism nodes such as the Albany

International Airport, the Rensselaer Train Station and regional centers of activity.
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• Develop Visitor Centers and assist travelers to readily locate tourist information centers for

restrooms, information, or directions.  Assess the route to evaluate adequacy and strategic

placement of information centers.  One example: A proposed visitor center located at the four

corners intersection across from the Hadley train station could provide a central meeting place

and staging area for guests.  The center could act as an informational clearing-house providing

visitors with knowledge of local events, services, and recreational opportunities.  It could house a

small museum that would highlight the history of Hadley and its role in the former industrial

heritage of the southern Adirondacks.  A nature center could also be included that would provide

visitors with information regarding the natural history of the region (Hadley Linkage Study,

2006).

Goal #5 Improve visitors’ experiences to meet or exceed expectations by improving the Corridor

experience.

Recommended Actions

• Create new comfort facilities and improve existing restrooms to enhance the visitor experience

throughout the Corridor.  Encourage retail venues to offer public restrooms in order to increase

sales.

• Work with communities and Corridor resource managers to develop tourist thematic interpretive

materials for special sites along First Wilderness Corridor to help travelers understand and

appreciate their contribution and significance.

• Use the roadway, bike, rail, and foot trail land routes, water routes, and air routes to facilitate the

arrival and extended stay of visitors.

• Work with local leaders, consider the effectiveness of current tourism products, programs, and

practices, and use the analysis to effect improvements in tourist offerings.  

Goal #6 Continue to build and improve the region’s tourist products and programs in order to provide

the visitor with a high quality experience and appeal to a variety of markets.

Recommended Actions

• Retain a graphic artist to design a First Wilderness logo and use the logo to help brand the

corridor.  Work collaboratively with tourism leaders to raise awareness of appropriate

application use of the logo to welcome visitors and identify contributing Corridor communities.

• Continue to build and improve the region’s tourist products and programs in order to provide the

visitor with a high quality experience and appeal to a variety of markets.

• Develop internet and print-based themed itineraries, packages, promotions and tourism guides to

enhance the Corridor experience, link visitors to attractions and create itineraries to encourage
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extended visitor stays.  Develop quality controls of the visitor experience to be certain that the

actual experience meets travelers’ expectations.  

• Direct visitors to wildlife viewing, fishing, and hiking points.  

• Highlight festivals and events.  

• Direct visitors to venues where watercraft can be rented or chartered.

• Periodically re-visit the First Wilderness Scenic Corridor CMP recommendations to assess

progress and delineate next steps.

• Improve recognition and utilization of natural, cultural, and historical resource assets of the

Corridor.  

Goal #6 Steward and improve accessibility to Corridor resources.

Recommended Actions

• Promote undiscovered sites.  

• Create promotional materials highlighting resource merits and create action plan for improving

access if necessary.  For example, Hadley’s Rockwell Falls are geologically significant and

visually striking.  Rockwell Falls are highly underutilized.

• Provide public access to the shores of the Hudson River at Rockwell Falls (Appendix C, Hadley

Hamlet Neighborhood Linkage Improvement Plan).

Recreation

Introduction

The wild nature of the First Wilderness was once considered a challenge to Manifest Destiny and

progress in western society.  The frontier communities of the Corridor represented the boundary

line—where the “push” ended between civilization and wild nature.  In recent times, this same wild

nature is generally cherished for its spiritual and recreational value.  The Corridor communities, and the

surrounding landscape along the edge of the “Endless Forests,” are places of respite and resources for

sustaining modern life. 

Holistic Tourism is a new direction taken up by Saranac Lake. There are more opportunities for

people besides hiking, biking, and outdoor adventure; there also exists the whole state of being in

the presence of nature in its most basic form. The idea is to allow people the choice to either

embrace an active lifestyle or to slow down and enjoy the “now” in an undemanding, low-stress

visit to the mountains. Through this philosophy, Corridor Communities can cater to not only

recreational tourism, but also to a nurturing experience that leaves people refreshed and renewed
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mentally, physically, and spiritually. In other cultures, there are concepts that we don't have in the

US. For example, Friluftsliv, a Norwegian term meaning “free air life”, a concept that being

outside is good for human beings, mind and spirit. It is a way of life spent exploring and

appreciating nature. In Japan, Shinrin-yoku is a term that means “forest bathing”, the idea being

that spending time in the forest and natural areas is not only good, preventative medicine, but a

scientifically proven therapy. 

The First Wilderness Scenic Corridor provides visitors with many opportunities for accessible outdoor

recreation.  A special distinction for the Corridor is its location within the Adirondack Park that is home

to the most extensive public trail system in the United States.  Over 2,000 miles of hiking, skiing,

snowshoeing, snowmobiling, mountain biking and horseback riding trails connect to the Adirondack

Park’s most scenic, wild and historic places.  Trails for walking, mountain-biking, cross-country skiing,

and snowmobiling through diverse terrain appeal to outdoor enthusiasts.  Plentiful access exists to the

Hudson, Sacandaga, and Schroon Rivers and to the smaller lakes along the Corridor.  Water and

land-based routes invite visitors into the great outdoors in the “Endless Forest” of Upstate New York. 

Travelers can view scenic and historic vistas that retains a strong wilderness feeling four hundred years

after their discovery by western cultures.  Visitors can tread paths traveled by indigenous peoples,

explorers, early guides, and hunters.  There are year-round activities for travelers of all activity levels and

types along the Corridor.   

Active and Passive Recreational Choices for Corridor Visitors

Active Recreational Opportunities

The First Wilderness Scenic Corridor provides a link to several communities and different “wilderness”

experiences via the excursion railroad, with hiking, pedestrian, and bicycling connections at each of the

stops along the way.  Those seeking more active physical pursuits along the Corridor may select from a

variety of sports and physical challenges including: 

* On and off road biking

* Whitewater Rafting

* Camping

* Small and large game hunting

* Sport fishing, including ice fishing

* Hiking

* Horseback Riding

* Swimming

* Snowmobiling

* Snowshoeing

* Downhill and Cross Country skiing

* Snow tubing

* Ice Skating

* Rock and Ice Climbing
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* Boating

Multi-Use Hiking Trails

Spectacular wilderness recreation areas invite exploration of forests via hiking, mountain biking, cross

country skiing, and snowmobiling trails.  Shared multi-use trails provide seasonal choices.  ”  New York

State Department of Conservation’s hiking trails cover a variety of terrain and  range in degree of

difficulty to accommodate beginners to advanced hikers.  Community recreation paths provide additional

places to walk and bike that are easily accessible and usually cover level terrain.  Auto-based travelers

can stop and explore Corridor trails by noting the trailhead parking identified on the Resource Inventory

Map.  For example, Buttermilk Road Section 2 connects to Gay Pond Road, which goes to both Gay

Pond as well as a proposed trail up Eddy Mountain. 

 New York State trailheads provide access to Bear Slide and Gay Pond (Warrensburg) Hadley Mountain

Fire Tower (Hadley), Panther Mountain and Palmer Pond  (Chester), Crane Mountain and William Blake

Pond  (Johnsburg).  Hadley Mountain has an elevation of 2,675 feet with an ascent of 1,525—a moderate

climb that provides panoramic views of the southern Adirondacks and Sacandaga Lake.

On and Off-Road Bicycling 

Cyclists may select from on-road bicycling along the Corridor shoulder or mountain biking on the

ever-expanding system of local and State trails.  Warren County notes that there are no locally designated

on-road trails on the FWSB.  The Warren County Bikeway trail system runs on a north-south axis from

the Village of Lake George to Queensbury.  Cyclists can link with this system and to the Saratoga

Heritage Trail (http://www.warrencountydpw.com/Parks_Rec07/pdfFiles/Bikeway2.pdf)

Bicyclists will find varying widths of road shoulders and surface conditions along Corridor route

segments.  Great views of the Hudson River appear as the Corridor parallels the less trafficked roads in

the Towns of Stony Creek and Thurman.  Many opportunities exist for towns to develop bicycling lanes

or paths to better accommodate bicyclists and mountain bikers.  Mountain biking trails listed on New

York State lands follow DEC roads and trails.  Most of these are multi-use trails (hiking, biking, vehicle,

horse, etc.).  Mountain biking at Gore Mountain Ski Center is an exciting challenge with 1700 foot

vertical descents.  

Cycling has become a “heart-healthy” sport and a big business.  The FWSB is experiencing increasing

popularity as a biking destination.  Large, multi-community cycling activities are becoming the norm. 

For example, in June, August and September, the Centurion Cycling Event, the Hadley Business

Association Run-Pedal-Tube, and Tour the Adirondacks, and the Lake George Triathlon are held and

focus on Hadley, Lake Luzerne, Corinth, and Lake George.

A growing number of local interest groups are working in cooperation with the New York State

Department of Environmental Conservation, other involved agencies, and county, town and village

government representatives to explore the creation of new trails, link to existing trails, and promote the
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use of bicycling.  The Adirondack North Country Association’s http://www.biketheCorridors.org shows

community to community rides along this Corridor and fourteen other New York State Corridors.  Bike

Adirondacks has established an excellent website that contains detailed information about many of the

mountain bike trails and available in the entire Adirondack Region:  http://www.bikeadirondacks.org. 

Winter Skiing, Snowshoeing and Snowmobiling

Gore Mountain, the North Creek Ski Bowl, and Dynamite Hill provide excellent downhill skiing for

various skill levels.  Online reviews describe Gore Mountain as an undiscovered charmer for ski buffs

who want to avoid crowds and get a great day of skiing.  The Johnsburg Town-owned and operated Ski

Bowl Park near North Creek provides a variety of recreational facilities, including snowboarding, snow

tubing, sports fields, tennis courts, an outdoor ice rink, a beginner ski slope with tow rope, playground

equipment, beach, and swimming area.  Opened in the 1930’s the Ski Bowl was one of the first

commercial ski areas in the country.  Passenger rail service from Saratoga Springs to North Creek gives

visitors the option to park their cars and take a carefree ride to the historic ski hill.  Dynamite Hill in

Chestertown is a friendly community ski hill whose gentle slope is good for first time skiers, novices, and

children.  Sledding, ice skating, and a nature trail are also available  

New York State Department of Conservation has established specific snowmobile trails that can be

accessed via the Corridor route.  Warren County features more than 200 miles of groomed and patrolled

snowmobile trails.  There are no Saratoga County-based snowmobile trails in the vicinity of the First

Wilderness Scenic Corridor.  Official New York State and Warren County snowmobile trails intersect

the Corridor route in numerous places.  The snowmobile crossings and adjunct parking areas are detailed

in the Resource Map and Key.  Trail connections can be found throughout Lake Luzerne, Thurman,

Chester, and Warrensburg.  The network of hundreds of miles of trails is used extensively in the winter

months as a major recreational activity in northern New York. 

 

Day Use and Camping

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation maintains a number of day use areas

and campgrounds.  Water access for swimming, boating, and fishing, places for picnicking and enjoying

scenic views are distributed throughout the Corridor.  Day use areas exist at the Dean Farm Homestead

Recreation Area in Stony Creek, the SUNY ESF Pack Demonstration Forest in Warrensburg and the

Town of Chester Dynamite Hill Outdoor Recreation Facility in Chestertown.  Hadley’s Smead Memorial

Park is equipped with a pavilion, baseball diamond, a playground, picnic area, tennis and basketball

courts is situated close to very scenic views of the “Hudson River.  

Publically owned campsites exist all along the route.  NYS operates campgrounds at Fourth Lake (Lake

Luzerne), Lake George Wild Forest, and Bear Slide (Warrensburg).  Campers can check available sites,

make reservations, and pay campsite fees at the website http://www.dec-campgrounds.com.  The website

also includes information on New York State campground regulations and a campground schedule.  For

campers who desire a wilderness camping experience, State Lands offer backcountry camping sites and

lean-tos.  These sites are located in some of the most remote regions of the Adirondack Park and offer

some of the most primitive camping experiences available on the East Coast.
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Water-based Recreation

The First Wilderness Scenic Corridor is dominated by the presence of the Hudson, Sacandaga and

Schroon Rivers and their tributaries.  Part of the Upper Hudson River Watershed, the proximity of many

lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams provides opportunities to move easily from lake to river to pond.  The

region’s waterways feature waterfalls, such as Rockwell Falls in Hadley, believed to be the narrowest

point on the Hudson River.  White water, swimming beaches, and excellent fishing that complement

paddling, rafting, tubing, sailing, and motor boating are available throughout the Corridor.  

Non-motorized and motorized crafts are allowed on waters as posted by the New York State Department

of Environmental Conservation.  The river system can be traversed by canoe or kayak starting in the

Corinth and ending up in Hadley or Lake Luzerne.  In partnership with the New York State Office of

Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation, the DEC publishes a directory of state access and launching

areas for boaters that would be of interest to Corridor visitors.  While this guide does not include a map,

it does include a comprehensive list of public access and launching sites.  This guide includes helpful

information such as parking lot size and general directions to the sites from major roadways.  Boat

launches exist at Stewart Brook (Lake Luzerne), Hudson River (Corinth, Lake Luzerne, and

Warrensburg), Schroon River (Warrensburg), and Loon Lake (Chestertown.)  The New York State

DEC’s guide to Adirondack Canoe Routes details these trips and provides information on canoe rentals

and camping facilities.  This resource is worthy of note to Corridor planners.  Local community marinas

and guide services offer supplies, docks, launches, rentals and bait.  

White water and river-based recreational opportunities complement those offered by lakes and ponds. 

The Sacandaga is known for its whitewater rapids.  The rapids range from Class 

II-III (Class I is flat water, Class VI are extremely difficult) with fast moving water.  The river provides

the perfect environment for people of all ages to safely learn basic paddling techniques.  Due to the daily

water releases from Stewart’s Dam upstream, sufficient water is available all year.  The Wildwaters

Center and the Sacandaga Outdoor Center in Hadley provide rafting, tubing and kayaking—including

whitewater canoeing and kayaking lessons. 

Lake George and Lake Luzerne have public beaches for swimming and personal access. 

Hadley’s Stewarts Pond (Stewarts Bridge Reservoir) dam the Sacandaga River in west Hadley.  It is an

excellent place for viewing Eagles and offers a boat launch, camping and day use picnicking facilities.  

Invasive species were identified as a threat to Corridor resources on land and water routes, including

large diverse landscapes, intact ecosystems, and high quality natural communities and recreational

opportunities.  The fragile interconnections of landscape, water and the organisms they support are at risk

from the deleterious effects of invasive, non-native plants and animals.  For this reason it is important to

take care when moving boats between river, lake, and pond environments to protect Corridor resources

for future visitors. 

Passive Recreational Opportunities

Nature Observation
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For visitors seeking a less demanding form of recreation, opportunities for nature observation exist

throughout the changing seasons.  Birding is also a popular activity throughout the region, with

waterfowl, songbirds, raptors, and ground birds to observe during the various seasons.  Wildlife

observation is a popular pastime for those who want to spend time in the outdoors.  The region’s wide

variety of natural habitats allows visitors the opportunity to take in many species.  The forest animals

include deer, moose, rabbits, beavers, otters, black bears, and others.  Local and migratory birds and

waterfowl such as ducks and geese are found in the woods, waters, and fields across the region.

Fall foliage viewing is a common pastime from mid-September through the end of October. 

Photographers come to the Corridor year round to photograph the pristine scenery.  Lake George’s

Prospect Mountain auto road provides general access to the summit that offers sweeping views.  Gondola

scenic sky rides are available at Gore Mountain.  

Visit Cultural and Historical Sites

National and historic landmarks abound, in places such as Fort William Henry in Lake George, the

Parabolic Bridge at Hadley and the North Creek Train Station.  From small community museums housed

in a single room, visitors will find many opportunities to explore the fascinating heritage of the

Adirondacks and its people.  The History section of this Corridor Management Plan details the cultural

and historic highlights of the Corridor.  The Special Tourism Sites, Attractions, and Services Section of

this plan details the range of cultural sites open to the public and recreational activities provided by the

private sector.  Heritage, whitewater and boat tours, museums, shopping, horseback-riding, scenic train

rides, antiquing, dining, and festivals offer a wide array of activities and entertainment year-long from

one end of the Corridor  to the other.  

Visitor Preferences

In 2009, the Adirondack North Country Association conducted a face-to-face survey of Corridor visitors

to find out why they come to the Adirondack region.  The Adirondack North Country Scenic Corridors

Market Trend Assessment shows a ranking of preferred activities as follows:

1. Enjoy scenic views of lakes, forests, and mountains

2. Drive through the area to enjoy the scenery

3. Outdoor recreation and wildlife viewing

4. Visit cultural and historic sites

5. Stop in communities

Another recent travel research study indicated that the number one recreational pastime of visitors when

traveling is shopping.  Visiting museums and historic sites, dining, shopping for local crafts and antiques,

outlet shopping, attending sports and art events are reasons to visit the Corridor.  Specialty and gift shops

in the Corridor communities have a wide selection of local Adirondack crafts, foods, and products. 

Artisans live and work throughout the region and have scheduled open studio hours.  Visitors can watch

craftspeople demonstrate their special skills as they create quilts, baskets, and real Adirondack and rustic
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furniture.  The First Wilderness Scenic Corridor offers options in each of these preferred categories, thus

provides passive recreational opportunities consistent with the interests of the traveling public.

Integrated Trail Systems 

As outlined in the Transportation section of this plan, there are multiple recreation trails, routes, and

systems accessed via the Corridor corridor.  Many of these are in development and have staged for future

improvements.  In keeping with the goal of providing abundant year-round multi-use recreational

opportunities, it is essential to create and maintain an integrated system of resources.  A coordinated

recreational resource system contributes to the protection and enhancement of recreational resources,

encouraging commerce, and visitation between and within communities

Corridor Region:  Home to Extensive Tracts of New York State Wilderness and Forest Tracts Popular for

Their Land and Water-Based Recreational Opportunities

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) maintains an extensive network

of state-owned wilderness and wild-forest preserves and recreational forestland with numerous kinds of

trails, mountains, rivers, lakes and streams (See Table X.X and Chapters 12 and 13 for the Resource

Inventory and Map).  The opportunity for public use and recreation are two of the direct benefits that

these lands provide to visitors and to local citizens.  The DEC offers excellent maps of the Corridor area

detailing where trailheads exist, where public canoe and boating access are located, and the borders of

each of the separate forest preserve tracts located within the Corridor.  The New York DEC’s website at

www.dec.state.ny.us  lists the resource guides available to the public and details how to request maps and

other publications.  New York State recreational resources are supplemented by informational

publications provided to the public by the Counties, Towns, and Villages.  

New York State owns public lands in and adjacent to the Corridor that are conducive to four season

outdoor recreational activities.  These include the Olympic Regional Development Authority’s Gore

Mountain Ski Center, Lake George Wild Forest, Siamese Pond Wilderness Area, Vanderwhacker

Mountain Wild Forest, Wilcox Lake Wild Forest, and Saratoga Warren Unit.  In general, State lands are

concentrated around Stony Creek (See Resource Map).  Excerpts below from the respective New York

State DEC Unit Management Plans summarize the existing recreational and natural resources.

 

Lake George Wild Forest

“The Lake George Wild Forest consists of approximately 71,133 acres of State Forest Preserve lands in

the southeastern Adirondacks in the towns of Bolton, Chester, Hague, Horicon, Lake George, Lake

Luzerne, Queensbury and Warrensburg in Warren County and the towns of Dresden, Fort Ann, and

Putnam in Washington County.  The Lake George Wild Forest contains miles of marked trails available

to explore, allowing the public to easily access a variety of majestic natural attractions such as Black

Mountain, Shelving Rock, and Prospect Mountain.  Recreationists also enjoy year-round activities on

Lake George, and popular fishing and camping locations at Lily Pond, Jabe Pond, Gay Pond, and Palmer

Pond.  The Lake George Wild Forest is a popular area for motorized recreational uses and ice fishing,

and serves as an important link with the adjoining snowmobile trail network.  In addition, the Hudson

River Recreation Area of the Lake George Wild Forest enables the public to experience a unique
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flat-water environment and other recreation opportunities along this historic waterway” (Draft Lake

George Wild Forest UMP, 2009).

Saratoga Warren Unit

“The Saratoga Warren Unit Management Plan addresses the management, development, and use of 3,120

acres of State Forest lands in Saratoga and Warren counties.  The planning unit lies across five townships

in the southeastern foothills of the Adirondacks: Providence, Greenfield, Half-moon, Clifton Park and

Lake Luzerne.  The principle goal of this Unit Management Plan is to achieve the optimum multiple use

potential of these State Forest lands.  Warren I State Forest is located on Ralph Road in the town of Lake

Luzerne.  There are 515 acres that are part of the Kayaderroseras Patent: Lots 5 & 6 of the 25th

Allotment.  It is situated on the Lake Luzerne USGS Quadrangle.  Beaver dam Brook, which flows into

the Hudson River, is the primary watershed.  Maximum elevation is 960 feet, dropping to 780 feet in the

southwesterly corner or 180 feet” (Saratoga Warren UMP, 2007).

Siamese Pond Wilderness     

The Siamese Ponds Wilderness (SPW) is located in the south-central portion of the Adirondack Park in

the Towns of Johnsburg and Thurman in Warren County and Wells, Lake Pleasant and Indian Lake in

Hamilton County.  “The Siamese Ponds Wilderness (SPW) is one of the larger Wilderness designated

areas in the Adirondack Park.  It extends some 24 miles north and south and 18 miles east and west and

contains approximately 46,138.43 hectares (114,010.1 acres) of Forest Preserve lands.  Popular points of

interest include the Siamese Ponds that gave the area its name, Puffer Pond, Puffer Mountain, Chimney

Mountain, Auger Falls, and Thirteenth Lake.  Currently there are no designated horse trails in the

Siamese Ponds Wilderness, but the area does receive use from horses on non-designated trails.  The use

of horses is an excellent means by which persons with mobility impairments can access recreational

programs in a wilderness setting.  The use of horses in the SPW is a historical use that occurred long

before the land came under public ownership.  Thirteenth Lake provides a unique experience in that a

wilderness-like lake is easily accessed from a public road.  This is an excellent location to develop

opportunities for mobility impaired individuals.  The north end of Thirteenth Lake would be an excellent

location to develop accessible camping sites, due to the flat terrain and stable soils of the area, as well as

ease of water access.  There are only a few opportunities for short (less than 5 miles) day trips within this

area.  Most of the more popular destinations are accessed by the same trail out and back.  Much of the

southeastern portion of the SPW is not easily accessible due to the lack of crossings over the Sacandaga

River” (Siamese Ponds Wilderness UMP 2005).

Wilcox Lake Wild Forest

“The Wilcox Lake Wild Forest consists of one large contiguous block of land (111,000 acres) as well as

many disjunct parcels ranging in size from very small (a 13-acre parcel near Big Brewer Vly in the Town

of Corinth) to reasonably large (a 2400-acre parcel surrounding Crane Mountain in the Towns of

Johnsburg and Thurman).  Some of these disjunct parcels are isolated and reasonably inaccessible to the

public because of surrounding private lands, especially those in the southern part of the unit.  However,

many of the unit’s most popular destinations, such as Crane Mountain, Snake Rock, and the two boat

launches on Great Sacandaga Lake, the Saratoga County boat launch and Broadalbin boat launch, are
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contained within these smaller pieces of Forest Preserve land.  Wilcox Lake, Garnet Lake, the East

Branch of the Sacandaga River, and East Stony Creek are all notable water features of the unit that

receive significant use.  Additionally, the numerous small ponds and headwaters streams in the unit are

popular with anglers, especially during the spring months when brook trout fishing is at its best.  Despite

limited contact with Forest Preserve parcels, Great Sacandaga Lake and the Hudson River are

undoubtedly other significant water components of the WLWF area.  From a recreational perspective, the

most endearing features of the WLWF are its extensive trail network and ample access from surrounding

roads.  Despite these attributes, recreational use in the region is moderate to light with a few exceptions,

notably Hadley and Crane Mountains.  The WLWF has the most miles of designated snowmobile trail of

any unit in the eastern portion of the Adirondack Park.  As a result, snowmobilers probably constitute the

most significant user group on many trails within the WLWF.As a result of its location at the southern

periphery of the Adirondack Park and its proximity to the Northway, the WLWF is second only to the

Lake George Wild Forest among Adirondack Forest Preserve units in providing easily accessible

recreational opportunities to the greatest number of people “(Wilcox Lake Wild Forest Draft UMP,

2006).

Stewardship of the Recreational Resources

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Unit Management Plans (UMPs) for

each of the state-owned forest preserve areas in the Corridor are detailed in the Related Programs,

Projects, Plans, and Studies section of this document.  These UMPs are created to assess the natural and

physical resources of each unit of state forest preserve, identify opportunities for recreational use, and

evaluate the capacity of the resources and ecosystems within each unit to withstand public use.  These

plans are created with significant input from the public, and are created to fully comply with the New

York State Land Master Plan. 

  

Recreation: Goals and Recommended Actions

This section provides an overview of chapter-specific strategic priorities for the First Wilderness Scenic

Corridor.  They are also identified in the Implementation Plan in their entirety.  The Implementation Plan

identifies potential partners, time frame, and priority.  These projects will be launched only as staff and

funding allow.

While most of the recreational facilities and areas along the Corridor are not only extremely

well-developed, but also well maintained, opportunities exist to improve the recreational experience. 

Suggestions are included in the Implementation Plan, Recreation section, which delineates the target

goals and specific recommendations for action. 

 Recreation Goals and Recommended Actions

RECREATION

GOALS AND RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

Goal #1

Increase, improve, and promote desirable recreational opportunities that provide healthy, healing, and

enjoyable experiences.
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Goal #2

Increase accessibility and linkages between recreational resources (land and water), promote less-utilized

natural/recreation sites, and actively direct traffic away from overused sites towards underused sites.

Recommended Actions

C Snowmobile Alternate Route - Secure an alternate route for the Warren County Snowmobile trail

to connect corridor communities without using the rail bed.  

C Walkways - Develop Historic/Nature/Riverfront Walk.  To help preserve water quality and the

riverbank, the trail should be set back from the river’s edge and be paved with a stone dust rather

than asphalt paving.

Goal #3

Protect natural and recreational resources, develop an integrated program using monitoring, management

and educational activities to address the problem of invasive plants and the impacts of climate change

along the Byway.

Recommended Actions

C  Maintain communications with organizations and stakeholders such as the Adirondack Park

Invasive Plant Program and the Nature Conservancy to address the threat of invasive species to

natural and recreational resources, roadsides, local communities, tourism service providers, and

the visitor experience.

Goal #4

Support implementation of current recreation plans by state agencies, local government and tourism

professionals that will improve outdoor experiences.

The following priorities are listed in the Implementation Plan to support stewardship and

conservation goals for the corridor’s natural, historic, cultural, and recreational resources that

contribute to the viability of Corridor communities:

• Support regional initiatives to improve the environment to preserve and maintain the

quality of the Corridor experience.

• Preserve Adirondack scenery, environment and character in order to safeguard the

intrinsic beauty of the landscape that makes the Corridor region a desirable travel

destination.



First Wilderness Action Plan Update Section IV - Corridor Goals Page  25

• Develop strategies to promote wilderness ethics and support the “leave no trace” concept.

• Encourage the improvement of roadside aesthetics and community pride.

• Arrest the intrusion of both land and water invasive species.  Develop an integrated

program using monitoring, management, and education activities to address the problem

of invasive plants along the roadway.  This includes raising visitor awareness of how they

unknowingly become transporters of invasive plants and insects as they travel from place

to place exploring the Corridor.

• Promote and protect water quality by reducing, eliminating, and preventing water

pollution.

• Restore and rehabilitate significant historic structures.

• Encourage early and repeated programs that cultivate future stewards from the local

population of young people.

• Educate visitors about stewardship responsibilities along the trail, including stewardship

of the “irreplaceable.”

• Encourage and support local projects that secure the future of the FWSB’s historic,

cultural, natural, and recreational resources. the angle at which Old Corinth Road and

Stony Creek Road intersect Rockwell Street.  The Linkage Study provides two options for

improving the intersection.  The intersection of the Stony Creek Road could be shifted to

the west, giving more land for potential commercial located at the corner.  Old Corinth

Road might be split just south of the intersection, allowing for the creation of a triangular

village green, which would further enhance the identity of the Hadley Hamlet. 

Community design, including transportation planning, can help develop Hadley Hamlet

and improve its identity.  


