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First Wilderness Heritage Corridor

Town and Village of Corinth

Corinth was once known as Jessup’s Landing and became one of the first places for lumbermen in this

region, erecting sawmills.  As the driving of single logs was yet unthought of, the logs were chained to

rafts and floated down the Hudson Schroon, and Sacandaga Rivers.  At a point about where the Corinth

Library now stands, the rafts were landed, and the logs hauled by teams to a point on the Hudson below

the Great Falls.

The coming of the railroad to Corinth was one of the big events in the history of the community.  With it

came the telegraph, and Corinth was brought hours nearer to the big world centers.  The twenty-five miles

to Hadley was completed by 1865, and the railroad began operating a train from Saratoga Springs through

Corinth, and to Hadley.  The building of the railroad has to be one of the more important historical events

in the development and progress of the Town and Village of Corinth.  The advent of the railroad and the

paper mill signaled the growth and modest prosperity that has been enjoyed by Corinthians for the last

hundred years.  

Today, visitors and local residents enjoy the historical scenery the Town and Village has to offer

including  Pagenstecher Park overlooking the great Falls.  Water enthusiasts, bikers and hikers enjoy the

natural wonders of Corinth.  In the winter months they enjoy snowshoeing, cross country skiing and

snowmobiling.

Town and Village of Corinth - Corinth Destination Stop

Link to the “First Wilderness” Experience

The Corinth Destination Stop is the southern terminus of the study area and builds on the First Wilderness

experience by capitalizing on key historic events, flat-water recreation opportunities, and recently

completed community projects.

With regard to history, Corinth, previously  as Jessup’s Landing, the site where logs were gathered from

the Hudson, landed, and hauled over land in order to bypass Palmer Falls. South of the falls, the logs were

sent to the site of the “Big Boom” and floated downriver. When the railroad opened, Corinth was a major

sawmill site.

Unlike the Hadley/Lake Luzerne area, the waters of the Hudson are calm as they flow pass Corinth

providing opportunities for canoeing, kayaking, and power boating. The flat water extends north from

Corinth to Hadley/Lake Luzerne offering potential opportunities to link the two stops via water rather than

relying on road transportation. Access to the flat-water is provided at the Corinth Village beach that is also

the beginning of Jessup’s Landing Pathway, a local trail system that was recently developed. This trail, the
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majority of which is paved, connects the Village beach with Pagenstecher Park to the south. Pagenstecher

Park provide day use picnicking and recreational opportunities with spectacular views of the Hudson

River and the Great Falls. 

In addition, a boat launch for commercial river tours should be implemented. This launch will allow for a

boat tour connection to Lake Luzerne.

Although not located in the more developed downtown area, Alpine Lake provides a lakeside camping

resort facility that is a direct descendant of the tourism experience encouraged by Durant’s railroad in the

19th Century. This camping area can broaden the experience by providing different opportunities rather

than concentrating recreational/tourism activities in the downtown area.

Specific Recommendations

The Village and Town of Corinth have two separate areas that, when combined, offer a complete package

to build on the experience and develop a destination stop at both the existing train station and the village’s

‘main street’ area.

Existing Railroad Station

The Station site is located off of Hamilton Avenue slightly less than one mile from the Village center. The

Station property was purchased by the Town of Corinth from Canadian Pacific in 2006. The Town also

owns the railroad and right-of-way extending from the Town’s boundary with Hadley south to the

Saratoga Springs train station. 

The Station, constructed in 1910 was in a state of disrepair and has since been removed.. The Town owns

property on both sides of the railroad with access to the eastern section via Railroad Place. Access to the

western side is provided by Freight House Road. The 1910 Station was located on the eastern side which

is now a gravel parking lot that can accomodate approximately 50 vehicles. 

Construct a Station Platform.

To assist passengers in disembarking from the train, a station platform should be constructed. In the

interest of cost savings, the platform can be somewhat modest, offering stairs and a handicap access rather

than a large platform running the length of the station.

Clarify On-Site Parking.

The surface of the parking area has deteriorated and the parking spots are not delineated. As the platform

is constructed and the stop is further developed, it is recommended that the parking area be regarded and

leveled as necessary to eliminate holes and uneven areas. A suitable number of paved handicapped-

accessible spaces should be constructed near the pavilion and platform.  It is recommended to leave the

remainder of the parking lot as gravel to eliminate the need to handle stormwater which may be

challenging due to the constrained nature of the property. As funds become available, the Town may

consider permeable paving options. 
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Create Visitor Orientation Kiosk - Train Station Location.

To help direct the visitor, an information kiosk should be placed at the train station. The intent is to

provide the wayfinding system that clearly and easily directs the visitor around the Village and Town and

to the multitude of activities. Appropriate directional signage can remove any “guesswork” and make the

visitor’s experience more enjoyable. The style and information contained on the kiosk should be the same

as the proposed kiosk in the Village.

Establish Trolley Connection.

It is important to remember that the existing train station is almost one mile from the center of downtown

Corinth. This is not a walkable distance for most people. Therefore, when this train stop is developed, the

Town/Village or private operation may consider offering a linkage between the train station and

downtown. This linkage could take on many forms such as a motorized trolley such as can be found in

downtown Saratoga Springs, a small bus, a horse-drawn carriage, or some other form of transportation.

The intent is to link visitors to the activity center of this node, which is the downtown area of Corinth.

In addition to a vehicle connection, the idea of a multi-purpose trail between the Station and downtown is

being considered. The Town and Village was recently awarded an Environmental Protection Fund Grant

to conduct a feasibility study for the construction of a multi-purpose trail connecting Reservoir Park (a

475 acre Village-owned property off County Route 10), the Station property and Downtown Corinth. The

intent of this trail would be to allow hiking and mountain biking during the summer months and

snowshoeing and cross-country skiing during the winter. 

Create Visitor Orientation Kiosk - Downtown Location.

To help direct the visitor, an information kiosk should be placed at the trolley stop/multi-purpose

trailhead. The intent is to match the kiosk located at the train station and provide a wayfinding system that

clearly and easily directs the visitor to the assortment of attractions including restaurants, recreational

amenities, local shops, etc. Appropriate directional signage can remove any “guesswork” and make the

visitor’s experience more enjoyable. 

Another kiosk is recommended at the Village boat launch just south of the beach. The Village is currently

evaluating opportunities to expand public dock space and encourage more boaters to stop in Corinth and

visit local attractions and businesses. 

Create Historic Interpretive Program.

From the trolley stop/trailhead, visitors can walk a loop that begins at the Village Beach, continues along

Jessup’s Landing Pathway to Pagenstecher Park, down Palmer Avenue, and back to Main Street. This

loop can build on the history of Corinth, the railroad, the Adirondacks, and the Hudson River and provide

historic and cultural learning opportunities to the visitor. This concept builds upon recent research that

indicated that “tomorrow’s tourist” wants to undertake adventure, be in charge, and understand the local

culture and history. This is opposed to “yesterday’s tourist,” who wanted a safe vacation that followed the

masses without experiencing the local fare.
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This loop can offer a variety of walking environments, including scenic views down the river gorge and

attractions along Main Street. To promote this type of activity, the Village should create a signage system

that serves two purposes. First, it should clearly delineate the walkway, and second, it should interpret the

history of the area. In addition to signage, the Village should complete streetscape improvements (i.e.,

street trees, benches, pedestrian lights, banners, flowers) along Main Street to create a safe and enjoyable

pedestrian environment.

The trail from the Village beach to Pagenstecher Park is paved, except the last approximately 500 ft. from

River Street to the Park entrance. This final section crosses property currently owned by International

Paper. It is important to complete the paved trail all the way to the entrance of the Park. Coordination with

the property owners will be necessary to obtain an easement to complete the connection.

Infill Retail.

To further encourage pedestrian circulation along Main Street and to help extend the visitor’s length of

stay, existing retail space must be occupied and vacant property appropriately infilled. In 2008, a

catastrophic fire destroyed 4 buildings and the properties remain vacant as of the date of this update. The

Village is currently evaluating opportunities to facilitate redevelopment of these properties.

Recommendations will be forthcoming in the Village’s Comprehensive Plan. The Plan is expected to be

adopted in the spring of 2015. 

The intent is to create activities to help move pedestrians back and forth through the community. Any

infill development should be in keeping with the current architectural style and scale of the Hamlet (see

Section V Design Guidelines from the Inter- Municipal Redevelopment Strategy for the Northern Hudson

River).

Reservoir Park

The Village of Corinth reservoir site is located in the Town of Corinth and is almost 500 acres in size. The

property serves as host to a former water supply system consisting of the “upper reservoir” and the “lower

reservoir”. The upper reservoir consists of an impounded water body containing approximately 3.2 million

gallons of water and the lower reservoir or distributing is about a quarter of mile to the east of the upper

reservoir and contains approximately 750,000 gallons of water. The watershed tributary to these two water

bodies consists of wooded, sloping land in largely a natural and undisturbed state. Recently, the spillway

for the upper reservoir was rehabilitated and the construction access bridge over the spillway was left

intact and provides a means for continuance access around the water body.

The setting of the watershed area that encompasses the site provides a breathtaking view of the upper

watershed and the site has great potential for a host of passive recreational activities. The activities

envisioned for the site include an interconnected trail system around the upper reservoir and up through

the surrounding sloping land. The trails could be used for:

C Hiking;
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C Mountain Biking

C Cross Country skiing

C Jogging

C Snowshoeing

Complementary uses that may be appropriate include day-camping and picnicking. The natural,

undisturbed condition of the entire site is its most attractive attribute and therefore, careful consideration

should be given to any built structures or buildings on the site.

The property is also host to a NYS Snowmobile Trail that provides access to a large network of

snowmobile trails. The Village plans to continue allowing snowmobiles on this trail. However, there are

no plans to expand snowmobile trails to other areas of Reservoir Park. 

Actionable goals Include:

C Prepare a boundary survey with basic topography;

C Prepare a master plan as a means to determine appropriate uses;

C Prepare an inclusive public outreach program to be integrated into the master plan;

C Develop a phased and logical sequence for master plan implementation;

C Develop a complementary master plan budget that tracks with the phasing of the master plan; and,

C Implement phase one as determined by the aforementioned master plan

Action items

Recreation:

1) Trail Linkages

C Complete paved trail linkage between the Village Beach and Pagenstecher Park.

C Conduct the trail connection feasibility study to link the Station property with Reservoir Park and

Downtown Corinth. 

2) Park Enhancements

C  See waterfront improvements below for improvements to the beach. Reservoir Park is addressed

below. 

·
·

3) Reservoir Park Property Improvements
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C Complete a recreational master plan for the property and begin implementing key

recommendations as funds are available. 

4) Waterfront Improvements

C Additional public docking space is recommended at the Village’s boat launch on the Hudson

River. To make room for the additional dock space, the exiting fishing pier should be moved to

the north side of the beach swimming area. 

C An informational kiosk is recommended near the expanded public docking space to provide

boaters with information on nearby restaurants other businesses and attractions and recreational

resources. 

C A band shell or similar covered performance stage is recommended to be constructed on the north

side of the beach area using the natural topography to create an amphitheater style seating area. 

C Increase accessibility and linkages between recreational resources (land and water), promote

less-utilized natural/recreation sites, and actively direct traffic away from overused sites towards

underused sites.

Signage

1)  Create Historic Interpretive Program and Walkways.  

From the trolley stop/multi-purpose trailhead, visitors can walk a loop that begins at the Village Beach,

continues along Jessup’s Landing Pathway to Pagenstecher Park, down Palmer Avenue, and back to Main

Street.  This loop will build on the history of Corinth, the railroad, the Adirondacks, and the Hudson

River. This loop can offer a variety of walking environments, including scenic views down the river gorge

and attractions along Main Street.  

C To promote this type of activity, the Village should create a signage system that serves two

purposes: first, it should clearly delineate the walkway and second, it should interpret the history

of the area. A key aspect of this project includes making the final paved trail connection to the

entrance of Pagenstecher Park. 

C In addition to signage, the Village should complete streetscape improvements (i.e., street trees,

benches, pedestrian lights, banners, flowers) along Main Street to create a safe and enjoyable

pedestrian environment.

2) Create Visitor Orientation Kiosks in Multiple Locations

C Train Station Location.  To help direct the visitor, an information kiosk should be placed at the

train station.  The intent is to provide the way finding system that clearly and easily directs the

visitor around the Village and Town and to the multitude of activities.  The style and information

contained on the kiosk should be the same as the proposed kiosk in the Village.
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·
C Downtown Location.  To help direct the visitor, an information kiosk should be placed at the

trolley stop/multi-purpose trailhead and at the Village boat launch.  The intent is to match the

kiosk located at the train station and provide a way finding system that clearly and easily directs

the visitor to the assortment of attractions including restaurants, recreational amenities, local

shops, etc.  Appropriate directional signage can remove any “guesswork” and make the visitor’s

experience more enjoyable. 

 

C Attract and direct visitors through appropriate signage to Corridor resources, including using the

new route name (First Wilderness Scenic Corridor) to unify the region and to promote the entire

Corridor as a destination, encouraging visitation, and exploration of all locales

Transportation, Safety and Community Design Goals & Recommended Actions

1) Short Line Excursions and Improvements

C Secure use of International Paper railroad spur from the main railroad line into the Hamlet of

Corinth near Pagenstecher Park and the school property.  

C Replace train station in Corinth, whistle stop platform at Alpine Lake.[not sure what this means]

2) Establish Trolley Connection

NOTE:  The existing train station is one mile from the center of downtown Corinth * Establish trolley

connection between the train station and downtown Corinth.  This linkage could take on many forms such

as a motorized trolley as found in downtown Saratoga Springs, a small bus, a horse-drawn carriage, or

some other form of transportation.  The intent is to link visitors to the activity center of this node, which is

the downtown area of Corinth.  

C Promote and increase linkages for the use of, and access to, multi-modal forms of transportation

and connect access points to the “outside” world’s transportation hubs that are closest to the

Corridor.  Improve and promote opportunities for “green” travel as a means for exploring the

Corridor.  Maximize use of the historic railroad and river systems to access to the FWSB.

Recommended Actions

C Create a Trolley Stop Across From the Village Beach.  Utilizing Village-owned land across from

the Village Beach, create a trolley stop with visitor parking.  The stop should provide enough

room for the trolley, or other selected transportation system, to drop off passengers and turn

around.  If Village land is used across from Corinth Beach, no property acquisition is needed. 

However, a study should be completed to design a trolley stop with parking, landscaping, and a

visitor interpretation kiosk with brochures.  The kiosk should match the kiosk located at the train

station.  
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C Consider Linking Trolley to Alpine Lake Campground and Other Regional Attractions.  In

addition to establishing a link between the train station and the trolley stop, the Town and Village

may consider utilizing the trolley to link to other area attractions.  The intent is to provide an

option to extend the visitor’s stay by using the many assets the region has to offer.  

· Other links to consider may be the Village of Lake George, Glens Falls, and Saratoga Springs.  

3) Existing Railroad Station Improvements.  

The station property is located off of Hamilton Avenue approximately one mile from the Village center

and is currently owned by the Town.  The original 1910 Station was removed due to sever deterioration.

The property is vacant with room to park approximately 50 vehicles on a gravel surface.  The construction

of a new station can become a significant feature along the rail line, as the architectural style of the

building is indicative of the old train stations that existed at the turn of the century. 

Acquire property from Canadian Pacific.  Upon recommendation from the Northern Hudson River

Inter-Municipal Redevelopment Strategy Report, the train station property has been acquired from

Canadian Pacific.  

C

C The Town should continue to work with Saratoga County to acquire the rail spur from the historic

station into the downtown area to enhance economic development opportunities within the

downtown. 

C The rail spur is currently owned by International Paper. A first step could be the preparation of a

feasibility study in cooperation with Iowa Pacific to determine what improvements to the rail spur

would be necessary to bring it back into service.  

C  Construct a Station Platform.  To assist passengers in disembarking from the train, a station

platform should be constructed.  In the interest of cost savings, the platform can be somewhat

modest, offering stairs and a handicap access rather than a large platform running the length of the

station.

C Clarify On-Site Parking.  Currently there is a parking area surrounding the train station but the
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surface condition is deteriorated and the parking spots are not delineated.  As the station is

restored and the stop is further developeda suitable number of paved handicapped-accessible

spaces should be constructed near the pavilion and platform. , The remainder of parking area will

need to be regarded and leveled as necessary to eliminate holes and uneven areas.  The remainder

of the parking lot should remain gravel to eliminate the need to handle stormwater which may be

challenging due to the constrained nature of the property. As funds become available, the Town

may consider permeable paving options.

C In addition to a vehicle connection, the idea of a multi-purpose trail between the Station and

downtown is being considered. The Town and Village was recently awarded an Environmental

Protection Fund Grant to conduct a feasibility study for the construction of a multi-purpose trail

connecting Reservoir Park (a 475 acre Village-owned property off County Route 10), the Station

property and Downtown Corinth. The intent of this trail would be to allow hiking and mountain

biking during the summer months and snowshoeing and cross-country skiing during the winter. 

C Additional trail connections to destinations and recreational resources outside Corinth and close

to the Corridor are also strongly recommended. The Town and Village should improve and

promote opportunities for “green” travel as a means for exploring the Corridor, maximizing use of

the historic railroad and river systems to access to the First Wilderness Corridor.

4) Parking and Village Orientation Stop.  

C Conduct and implement a Village and Town parking study to identify additional (new) parking

lots, parking areas requiring improvement, off-street residential parking, parking at Reservoir,

event parking needs, and visitor/public parking signage system.  

C As a complement to the train station, a Village orientation stop is proposed across from the

Village beach on Town-owned land.  The intent is to provide a small parking area with services to

orient the visitor to the activities in the area.

Future Stewardship

The following priorities are listed in the Implementation Plan to support stewardship and conservation

goals for the corridor’s natural, historic, cultural, and recreational resources that contribute to the viability
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of Corridor communities:

C Support regional initiatives to improve the environment to preserve and maintain the quality of the

Corridor experience.

C Preserve Adirondack scenery, environment and character in order to safeguard the intrinsic beauty

of the landscape that makes the Corridor region a desirable travel destination.

C Develop strategies to promote wilderness ethics and support the “leave no trace” concept.

C Encourage the improvement of roadside aesthetics and community pride.

C Arrest the intrusion of both land and water invasive species.  Develop an integrated program using

monitoring, management, and education activities to address the problem of invasive plants along

the roadway.  This includes raising visitor awareness of how they unknowingly become

transporters of invasive plants and insects as they travel from place to place exploring the

Corridor.

C Promote and protect water quality by reducing, eliminating, and preventing water pollution.

C Restore and rehabilitate significant historic structures.

C Encourage early and repeated programs that cultivate future stewards from the local population of

young people.

C Educate visitors about stewardship responsibilities along the trail, including stewardship of the

“irreplaceable.”

C Encourage and support local projects that secure the future of the Corridor’s historic, cultural,

natural, and recreational resources.


